
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



April 30, 1909 578 

Reports from Salina Cruz — Inspection and fumigation of vessels. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Gochicoa reports, April 11 and 17: 
Week ended April 10. No transactions. 
Week ended April 17. Two vessels fumigated. 

Report from Tampico — Inspection and fumigation of vessels — Sanitary 

conditions. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Stowe reports, April 15: 

Week ended April 14- 

Vessels inspected and passed 3 

Bills of health issued 3 

Members of crews of outgoing vessels inspected 65 

Passengers of outgoing vessels inspected 

Vessels fumigated prior to sailing 

No cases of quarantinable disease occurred during the week. The 
sanitary condition of the port is good. 

Reports from Veracruz — Smallpox and vaccination — Sanitary condi- 
tions and improvements — Summary of yellow fever, 1903-1909 — 
Inspection of vessels. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Carter reports, April 5, 10, and 11: 
Week ended April 5. Smallpox was reported at Veracruz, as fol- 
lows: March 26, 1 case; March 29, 1 case, 1 death; April 3, 1 case. 
The cases have been isolated. 

April 10. The general sanitary conditions of Veracruz are fairly 

food. The last case of yellow fever died February 11, since which 
ate no cases have been reported. Three cases of smallpox have 
been reported with 2 deaths. The last death occurred April 6. 
Since that date no new cases have occurred. At least 90 per cent of 
the population have been vaccinated. The 3 cases reported were 
isolated, the premises disinfected, and the contacts who could not 
show a scar were vaccinated. The last case of yellow fever was iso- 
lated quickly and the entire block disinfected. 

The streets are now nearly all paved, the center of the city being 
of asphalt and a few of the outlying streets being paved with cobble 
stones. These improvements are being carried on continuously. ' A 
great deal of the improvement has been done during the past three 
or four years. 

A complete sewerage system has been installed. The sewage 
empties into the sea outside of breakwaters, pumps being used for 
this purpose. No refuse from ships is allowed to be thrown over- 
board in the harbor, and water is piped from the mains to the end 
of all the piers. No water containers, cans, or rubbish are allowed 
about the wharves. 

The water for the city is brought from a distance of about 15 
kilometers and pumped into reservoirs, where it is filtered through 
sand and gravel. During heavy rains this water does not become 
muddy. Typhoid and typhus fever are unknown, or at least those 
diseases never originate here. Nearly all of the houses are equipped 
with the latest sanitary arrangements. There are no water tanks 
to be found in the city. At this time of the year (dry season) there 
are very few mosquitoes. The port physician informed me that an 
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effort is being made to eliminate them entirely around the piers and 
wharves. The ground is mostly sand, and water does not stagnate, 
but is quickly taken up. If any pools remain they are quickly 
oiled to prevent the breeding of mosquitoes. 

The sanitary affairs of the city and harbor are administered by the 
city engineer, port physician, 4 city physicians, and a corps of 
sanitary inspectors and laborers. The city is divided into districts, 
each in charge of a medical officer, who has a corps of inspectors. 
Each house in each district is inspected twice a week. Any case of 
sickness is reported to the medical officer in charge of that district, 
who reports to the chief sanitary inspector. If the case is suspicious, 
the patient is at once removed to the detention hospital for observa- 
tion. At present this hospital consists of a two-story house, the 
upper floor being used for the hospital; the lower for cooking, for 
storeroom, and for oil, sulphur and disinfecting apparatus. The 
place is thoroughly screened and fairly clean. At the time of my 
visit the hospital was empty. The hospital will be moved later to 
the new Spanish hospital, which will be occupied in a short time. 
At the Hospital San Sebastian, for men only, there are also 2 wards 
screened for the reception of real or suspect yellow fever cases. 
This hospital is built of stone, is a very old building, and of 2 stories 
and basement, and has a capacity of 300 beds. The operating room 
and disinfecting apparatus are modern. During my visit the yellow 
fever wards were empty. Upon the reception of a real or suspect 
case of yellow fever I am at once notified of the same and requested 
to see the patient. The hospital for women is similar to the one 
described. 

The death rate from all causes at Veracruz seems to be high, about 
50 per thousand in a population of 35,000, the city claiming, how- 
ever, 40,000. The prevailing diseases have been as follows: Tuber- 
cular intestinal disorders, malaria, yellow fever, and smallpox. The 
death rate from pernicious and remittent fevers, while still high, is less 
than it was four years ago and is becoming less as the improvements 
progress. One of the principal causes of the high death rate from 
malarial disorders and other diseases is the carelessness of the poor 
classes and the constant large influx of new material from the north. 
A great many of these persons do not take the least precaution 
regarding clothing, eating, drinking, late hours, etc. Consequently, 
after a few months' sojourn they find themselves sick. Another 
cause is that the hospital here receives patients for the whole of the 
state of Veracruz, Mexico, and elsewhere, and the deaths are charged 
against Veracruz. 

To show the decrease of yellow fever and malaria with the progress 
made in sanitary improvement in this city, which was begun about 
1903 and resumed in 1906, the following tables are presented: 

Yellow fever. 
Year. j Cases. I Deaths. 



1903 

1904 

1905 

1908 

1907 

1908 

1909, January, February, and March . 



1,031 f 


375 


68 


12 


40 


20 


17 


12 


2 


1 


36 


15 


2 


2 
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For the same period malaria shows as follows. This includes all 
forms. 

1903 422 

1904 195 

1905 251 

1906 203 

1907 201 

1908 201 

1909, January, February, and March 20 

From these tables it will be seen that yellow fever has been re- 
duced to almost nil, and that malarial fever has been reduced only 
a little less than half. The work is continued. Oiling, inspecting, 
disinfecting, etc., are carried on with fair regularity, and I am in- 
formed that the work is becoming more thorough and greater interest 
is being taken by all classes of the people. 

Week ended April 11. Bills of health issued to 5 vessels, with a 
total of 204 members of crew and 89 cabin and 180 steerage passengers. 
No contagious diseases were reported. The last case or smallpox 
died April 5. 

PANAMA. 

Report from Bocas del Toro — Sanitary conditions. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Osterhaut reports, April 5: 

The health conditions of this port and the surrounding territory 
are good. No infectious or contagious diseases have appeared since 
the close of the quarantine season of 1908. The health of the town 
is remarkably good ; mosquitoes are almost entirely absent. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Report from Manila — Smallpox — Status of cholera in the provinces — 
Inspection of vessels — Smallpox on steamship Indrapura. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Heiser reports, March 9 : 

Week ended March 6. Six cases of smallpox with 1 death were 

reported for the city of Manila. 
The following is a list of the provincial cholera cases and deaths in 

the provinces as reported to the bureau of health during the week: 



Provinces. 



Bohol 62 

Capiz 34 

Pampanga 8 

Laguna ! 2 

Leyte 3 



Deaths. 



Provinces. 



Iloilo 

Samar 

Sorsogon . . . 

Total 



Cases. 



Deaths. 



Consular bills of health issued as follows : February 27, the British 
steamship Loongsang, with 60 in the crew, en route from Hongkong 
to Iloilo, granted a supplemental bill of health. March 1, the British 
steamship Taiyuan, with 73 in the crew and 7 passengers, en route 
from Hongkong to Zamboanga, granted a supplemental bill of health. 
March 3, the British steamship Indrapura, with 63 in the crew, en 
route from Manila via Cebu and Manila to Boston and New York, 



